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How to Read 
the Bible for 
All Its Worth
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ground rules:
o be present
o be interactive
o be curious



agenda:
o getting to know the Word of God
o the need to interpret 
o the basic tool – a good translation



getting to know the Word of God



what‘s does the word “bible” mean?

the sacred scriptures of Christians comprising 
the Old Testament and the New Testament



how many books are in the Bible?



how many books are in the Old Testament?



how many years did it take to write it?



covenant
what‘s a “testament”?

or agreement, contract, or alliance  



how did you do?you



the need to interpret 



I don’t need to interpret the Bible, 

I just need to read it.



Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing,

Philippians 2:14 (ESV)



The goal of good interpretation is to 
get to the plain meaning of the text.



Read to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman who 

needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:14-16 (KJ21)



Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman who 

needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:14-16 (KJ21)



Every reader is an interpreter.



Catfish Hunter Wins Big Game!



Catfish Hunter Wins Big Game!



Catfish Hunter Wins Big Game!



What does the cross look like?



What does the cross look like?



But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision 

for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.
Romans 13:14 (NKJV)



You are already reading
someone else’s interpretation.



But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision 

for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.
Romans 13:14 (NKJV)



Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayest prosper and be in 

health, even as thy soul prospereth.
3 John 2 (KJV)



Human Divine



The Bible is the Word of God, 
given in human words in history.



Every verse has two authors: 
the Holy Spirit and a person.



Exegesis 
critical explanation or interpretation of 
a text, especially of scripture

Hermeneutics
the branch of knowledge that deals 
with interpretation, especially of the 
Bible or literary texts



Exegesis 
critical explanation or interpretation of 
a text, especially of scripture



It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle 

than for a rich person to enter 
the kingdom of God.

Mark 10:25 (ESV)



Don’t just gaze at His Word, 
graze in it.



What is the historical context?
What is the literary context?



The most important question 
of historical context is that of 
occasion and purpose of 
each of the books and their 
various parts.



Literary context: 
words have meaning in sentences, 
biblical sentences have meaning in 
relation to the preceding and 
succeeding verses 



Never read a
Bible verse



What’s the point?



Hermeneutics
the branch of knowledge that deals with 
interpretation, especially of the Bible or literary texts



Hermeneutics
Seeking contemporary meaning in ancient texts.



the basic tool – a good translation



Hebrew – Most of the Old Testament
Aramaic – half of Daniel and 2 passages from Ezra
Greek – the New Testament



Formal Equivalence
Functional Equivalence
Free Translation





Questions?


